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spectacle caused the utmost astonishment and anxiety to the
garrison, and a party of cavalry went out to meet the stranger
and inquire his news. Then they recognised him as a gentle-
man named Dr. Brydom, and in a little while he gasped out
the whole horrible story of that annihilation of 16,000 men
who eleven days before had set out from Kabul, and of whom
he was the sole survivor. Never before and never since has a
British army been destroyed so utterly, and the episode re-
mains as one of the greatest tragedies in the history of the
world.

To retrieve this unparalleled disaster General Pollock was
sent to Afghanistan in the following September (1842) with a
strong British column, and punished the Afghan tribes for
their bloodthirsty massacre. The English ladies and children
who had remained prisoners in the hands of Akbar Khan were
liberated, and eventually Dost Mohammed was allowed to
resume his power and title as Ameer after promising to keep
his people hi peace with British India. That promise, as we
shall see later, was not kept for very long, and we had some
hard fighting with them at a later date.

CHAPTER XXXIX
THE CONQUEST OF THE PUNJAB

IN the following year we had trouble in North-West India, and
annexed the State of Sinde, belonging to a strong nation of
religious fanatics called Sikhs. A young and warlike chieftain
named Ranjit Singh converted them into a powerful military
confederacy, and at his death he left an army of 124,000 men,
animated by martial spirit and inspired by religious enthusiasm.,
But there was none among his immediate descendants capable
of taking up the sceptre he let fall, and wielding it with the
same energy and skill. Amid the anarchy that followed his
death the soldiers of his armies clamoured to be led against